Education in the Sudan

tion system proper : to build a system of education for
the whole Northern Sudan on the Koranic schools as a
foundation would deprive them of their character and
saddle the Government with the unwelcome task of re*
modelling somewhat inferior material. In the three
Provinces of Haifa, Dongola and Berber there exist
advanced Khalwas in which a low standard of literacy is
reached and here and there a measure of proficiency is
evident. Here the position is somewhat different and
there appears to be real advantage in recognising the
advanced Khalwa as a valuable adjunct of the education
system, and of encouraging it in every way possible.

The Elementary Schools have a long and honourable
history, but it is questionable whether development on
their present lines is entirely suitable to the needs of a
purely pastoral and agricultural country.

The present problem therefore is one of adapting the
Elementary schools to the needs of the small town, the
tribe and the village, a long and difficult process since
conditions vary considerably from province to province.
Experiment is necessary both in method and material and
teachers brought up in the old way need re-training.
The new Elementary Teachers* Training College is de-
signed to meet this need. The training will be in the
hands of selected experts : the college will be sited in
<B rural environment and be built on the native pattern/
and the teaching will be related as far as possible to the
life of the people. Agriculture, animal husbandry, simple
sanitation and welfare work will have a place in the
curriculum. As experiment proceeds, suitable text-books
for the schools will be prepared by the staff, and the
Training College will be in constant touch with the educa-
tion system throughout the Northern provinces.
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